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News Release
IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New online course provides firefighters with accessible learning opportunities
Edmonton, May 1, 2006 - Edmonton Fire Rescue Services, in cooperation with fire etc., Lakeland College, is providing firefighters across Alberta with an on-line option for obtaining their Basic (Group A) Fire Safety Codes Officers (BFSCO) certification. The online BFSCO course was developed by certified Edmonton Fire Rescue Services Inspectors and Investigators.

The new on-line course corresponds to the four modules currently being offered on-site and through print-based distance formats by fire etc. The on-line format will be available in Fall 2006.  The course provides preparation to write fire etc. certification exams.

Ellen Whybrow, the E-Learning Project Manager with Edmonton Fire Rescue Services, says that distance delivery, whether online with accompanying support materials or in a print-format makes study towards certification more accessible.  “It allows an individual to study without disruption of regular work duties or family life. Those individuals employed at or volunteering with accredited municipalities who conduct fire inspections within their jurisdictions would find this course of interest.”
The Safety Codes Act provides authority to perform fire inspections and take necessary measures to reduce the danger of serious injury or damage to a person or property. As such, Basic (Group A) Fire Safety Codes Officers (BFSCO) play an important front-line role in the inspection process. BFSCO certification is one of a series of certifications available for Fire Safety Codes Officers. 

Registration is available through fire etc. Contact the Office of the Registrar registrar@fire-etc.ca to obtain an application. Registration for the fall class opens August 1st. 
For more information on Edmonton, please visit our website at:  www.edmonton.ca.

For additional information, contact:

	Ellen Whybrow,


E-Learning Project Manager/Instructional Designer

Edmonton Fire Rescue Services
(780) 496-1522
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